
 

2017  President’s Report 
 
The year started with a frenzy of activity. A new board was elected and we were all eager to 
provide the best baseball experience for our members. Being a first time president of the 
association, I had a steep learning curve, to say the least. We encountered some setbacks in the 
first few weeks. The google drive wasn’t working. The email accounts had disappeared. None of 
us knew how Bonzi or PayPal worked. However, through the efforts of many board members and 
many phone calls to help desks we managed to get all of the association systems back online and 
functioning for the opening of winter development. 
 
We had many successes in the 2017 season and some areas that require more attention this 
upcoming year. The opening day, despite mother nature not cooperating, was attended by most 
players and parents. It was a fun atmosphere and I saw lots of smiles. Great to see as baseball is 
a game and supposed to be fun. We had the start of our Challenger baseball program this year, 
lead by Heather VanOene. It was great to see the interaction of these players. They all had a 
great year thanks to the volunteers; Heather VanOene, Ron McBride (head coach), Vincent 
Savenkoff, Sean Nisbet, Melissa Nisbet,  Mike Nisbet and others. 
 
Our registration numbers rose 12% with our younger divisions growing at an average of 16%. The 
need to secure more field space in all divisions will be paramount. We are gaining one field at 
Merkley Park next year. The turf field will accommodate both Peewee and Tadpole. 
 
Baseball operations saw some good development programs. We had a well attended coaching 
clinic for Rally Cap and Super T put on by Shawn Shaeffer, Baseball BC development 
coordinator. Shawn also helped out at Friday night lights, the barns, and at bat a thon. We run a 
very successful winter development program, headed up by Nor Ljunggren. Spring training camps 
were held by the association with the aide of the Dewdney Bulls men’s baseball team. In addition 
the Bullpen put on camps as well. I would like to thank the following people for volunteering their 
time at the barns, evaluation camps, winter development, Friday night baseball, Sunday morning 
baseball, and coaching. Les Giles, Rupert Reed, Shawn Shaeffer, Al Mackay, Blair Olynyk, Devon 
Stewart, Scott Tullock, Spencer Stewart, Patrick Whitford, Nor Ljunggren, Mack Whitford, Eric 
Blower, Jeff Scott and countless midget players. 
Our summer teams had tremendous success. We had 8 out of 12 teams make their provincial 
tournaments. Here’s hoping to make it 12 out of 12 next season. 
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Thank you to all the board members. You all worked hard to ensure we had a successful season. 
Your efforts are truly appreciated. I look forward to working with you all in 2018. 

 
 
       2018 will prove to be an exciting year. My goals, as your president, for the year will be: 

-  to  secure more field space to account for the increasing registration numbers. We are 
working hand in hand with Rob Hartford, president of RMMSA, and the many slowpitch teams. 
We are united so that both cities hear our needs for field space. 

- to secure funding in order to build a training facility that can be used all year round to further 
baseball development within our association. 

- to focus on development programs within all the divisions. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve in this position.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to reach out to me, either by phone or email. 
 
Best regards, 
 

      Bruce Evans 
      President - RMMBA 

T:  788-227-6190 
E:  president@rmmba.ca 
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